
G ood Sunday to you! Today is a beautiful day here in Oakland, and 
like most Sundays in California, it reminds us of both the first day 
of creation – filled with light and the glories of nature – and also 

of the final day when our hope is that all of us will be gathered together in 
God’s eternal presence. We call that day the “Eighth Day,” marking the first 
day of eternity. Sunday is our Eighth Day! 
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F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P

IN LATE JUNE, AN INTERNA-

TIONAL DELEGATION OF JEWS 

MET WITH POPE FRANCIS AS 

PART OF ONGOING CATHO-

LIC-JEWISH DIALOGUE. AT 

THE SAME TIME, HERE IN OAK-

LAND, WE HOSTED A SIMILAR 

DIALOGUE FEATURING JESUIT 

PRIESTS FROM AROUND THE 

WORLD, ALL SPECIALISTS IN 

THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BAY 

AREA JEWISH COMMUNITY.
One of the highlights of our 

meeting was a Mass in our Cathe-
dral where Rabbi Mark Bloom of 
Temple Beth Abraham in Oakland 
was our special guest, and Father 
Dennis McManus, from our Cathe-
dral staff, was the invited homilist. 
Father McManus has been the 
leader for the U.S. Bishops in Jew-
ish-Catholic dialogue for the past 
15 years. 

His homily was shocking, di-
rect, electrifying and thoroughly 
Catholic. Rabbi Bloom, address-
ing our parishioners at the end of 
Mass said, “I wish every member 
of my congregation could have 
heard your homily today, Father 
McManus.”

Indeed. For that reason we 
have transcribed and edited the 
homily so you all can appreciate 
the great strides made in Cath-
olic-Jewish relations since the 
Second Vatican Council. Enjoy the 
read, and if you want to experi-
ence the homily “live” and Rabbi 
Bloom’s response, the whole 
Mass is posted on our Cathedral 
website: Ctlcathedral.org, under 
Thirteenth Sunday Ordinary Time. 

The relationship of 
Catholics and Jews 

BY FATHER 
DENNIS 
MCMANUS

Moreover, today is made even 
fuller for us by the presence of 
so many honored guests at the 
Cathedral of Christ the Light. 
Bishop Barber, we thank you for 
inviting your brother Jesuits to 
this, our house of prayer. Dear 
friends, the Jesuit Fathers you 
see in front of you are, in a way, 
“the brain trust” of the Society 
of Jesus. These are the men – 
professors, researchers, activists 
– who have spent much of their 
lives helping to build friendship 
between ourselves as Christians 
and the people of Jesus’ own 
family, the Jews. 

These are the men who, first 
in the Society of Jesus and then 
in the Church, advise, work for, 
teach, and encourage Catholics 
and Jews to relate to each other 
as brothers and sisters. Reverend 
Fathers, we thank you for your 
work in Catholic-Jewish relations. 
What you do is a great gift to the 
whole Church and to the whole 
world. We are honored by your 
presence and, as your colleague of 
many years, I thank you for your 
being here with us today and for 
the efforts you are about to make 
in strengthening Catholic-Jewish 
relations in the Bay Area. 
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Just as surely as we are privi-
leged to have the Jesuit Fathers 
with us today, we are delighted 
to welcome Rabbi Mark Bloom, 
whom the Bishop has just intro-
duced. Rabbi Bloom comes to us 
from Temple Beth Abraham right 
here in Oakland. Rabbi, you are 
not just our neighbor, you are not 
just a believer in the God who 
loves and saves us, you are also 
our brother. We stand with you in 
the public square against injustice 
of every kind, especially when 
aimed at Jews. We are grateful that 
you have joined us today and we 
look forward after Communion to 
hearing you break open the Word 
of God for us. Rabbi, help us to 
hear this Word with new ears. 
Feed us with this word. You are 
most welcome in our midst! 

This kind of meeting between 
Jews and Catholics in a Cathedral 
could never have happened 30, 
40 or 50 years ago. It represents a 
revolution in the Catholic Church 
to have a rabbi in the pulpit of a 
Cathedral on a Sunday morning, 
teaching us about the Word of God. 
What has happened to make this 
possible? What has changed in the 
world? 

Today, with Elijah and Alisha 
in our first reading at Mass, and 
then again with Jesus in the Gospel 
passage, we hear of the image of 
the plow and those who work it 
through the soil. When you put 
your hand to the plow and you 
begin to till that field, to turn that 
soil, to put seed in the ground, you 
must not turn back. If you do, your 
work will never be finished. There 
will be no growth, no crop, no 
harvest. If the farmer who plows is 
forever saying, “I forgot, I need to 
go do this; wait I should have done 
that,” then no seed is planted. 

The truth is that the quiet 
revolution I mentioned above is 
the seed that has been sown in our 
day, and its harvest will affect every 
single one of us. By it, we will grow 
to understand the Judaism of Jesus 

and how to regard the Jewish peo-
ple as those belonging to his very 
own family. 

You and I know how the world 
can treat Jews – with exclusion,  
derision, as the butt of jokes and 
the target of violence and suspi-
cion. Is it any wonder that anti- 
Semitism is so alive in our society 
when basic dignity is denied to 
many people on the basis of race 
and religious bias? 

Jesus is never anywhere if not 
at the margins where centuries of 
abuse have pushed his own people. 
With great shame, we have to admit 
that some in the Church by their 
preaching, teaching and disci-
plinary laws have been responsi-
ble for this. Many past practices, 
Church laws, and mistakes have 
caused Jews terrible suffering. 

And for what reason? Because of 
a singular lie that carries with it a 
cascade of punishments. It is this: 
All Jews are responsible for the 
killing of Christ – Jews from the 
Second Temple period and those 
who have lived since – all Jews 
bear responsibility for the killing of 
God’s Son, Jesus Christ. 

Jews of today have nothing to do 
with the death of Jesus 2,000 years 
ago. Surely Jesus had his enemies, 
but the form of his death was that 
of a Roman crucifixion. Jews even 

then had no authority to execute 
anyone by crucifixion. That was 
a Roman punishment, jealously 
guarded by Roman authorities. 
Instead, it is likely that Jesus’  
enemies and the Roman govern-
ment of Jerusalem colluded in his 
trial and execution. 

And blaming Jews for the death 
of Jesus still echoes in many Chris-
tian conversations, Protestant and 
Orthodox. I have often heard the 
anti-Semitic jokes and the an-
ti-Jewish slurs made by followers of 
Jesus. Do we forget that Jesus was 
Jewish, as was Mary, his mother, Jo-
seph, his foster father, the apostles, 
and that nearly all in the nascent 
Church were Jews? They saw them-
selves as members of a movement 
within Judaism, a movement where 
Christ was acknowledged as the 
Messiah, the promised one who 
had come. They never foreswore 
their Jewish identity, even after 
Christ had risen from the dead, still 
filling their days with worship in 
the Temple, the baptism of Jew-
ish friends and the care of Jewish 
families in Jerusalem – along with 
addition of the unique prayers of 
Jesus to end their evening meals. 

You and I know where discri- 
mination and the targeting of 
people leads. 

When we single out others for 
their race, their language, religion, 
politics, immigrant status, sexuality 
or looks, discrimination is already 
at hand. But when we lend the 
power of religion to “otherizing” 
those who are different, we appear 
to invoke God’s authority to mis-
treat or diminish them. Remember: 
It was the Nazi project to eliminate 
Jews, homosexuals, Sinti, Roma 
and disabled people that demon-
strated where bias, threat and 
religious justification can lead.  
The Holocaust is a wound from 
which both victims and perpetra-
tors are still recovering. 

. . .  a singular lie that 
carries with it a cascade of 

punishments. It is this:  
All Jews are responsible 
for the killing of Christ 
– Jews from the Second 

Temple period and those 
who have lived since –  

all Jews bear responsibility 
for the killing of God’s Son, 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

O F F I C I A L  S C H E D U L E

Aug. 1-5
Leading retreat for the Canons Regular of St. John Cantius, Wisconsin

Aug. 6-22
Vacation

Aug. 19
Eucharistic Revival Bishops Meeting

Aug. 23
Priest Personnel Board

Presbyteral Council

Aug. 28
Dedication and Blessing of Bishop Cummins Center at  
Bishop O’Dowd High School, Oakland

Aug. 29-Sept. 2 
Retreats with the priests of the Diocese of Oakland     

S TAT E M E N T  I S S U E D  B Y  T H E  M O S T  R E V. 
M I C H A E L  C .  B A R B E R ,  S J ,  D I O C E S E  O F 
O A K L A N D ,  J U N E  2 4 ,  2 0 2 2 :

D ays ago we celebrated the joy of Juneteenth and the 
Emancipation Proclamation. June 24, 2022 likewise will  
go down in history when the right to life was restored 
to children in their mother’s womb.

We Catholics support the Supreme Court decision. We call on our 
state government to pass laws to help mothers in need to bring their 
children to birth and care for them, and not just support the abortion 
industry. Abortion causes pain, regret and a lifetime of psychological 
and spiritual harm to women and the fathers of their children.

The Catholic Church is the largest private provider of social services 
in the United States. We have always been there to support women 
with unplanned pregnancies, and we will be there for them in the 
future. Women deserve better than abortion. 

LEARN MORE: 
Visit https://cacatholic.org/article/ 
ca-bishops-respond-dobbs-v-jackson- 
supreme-court-ruling
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It is crucially important for us to know that 
through the voices of St. Paul VI, St. John Paul 
II, Pope Benedict XVI and now Pope Francs, 
the Church has apologized for any participation 
of her members in the mistreatment of Jews at 
any time and any place. We have a revolution 
here, expressed most clearly in the teaching of 
Vatican Council II that gave us four points from 
which we can never turn back: 

1

We must never blame 
Jews collectively for 
the death of Jesus; 

2

God did not abandon 
the Jews in punishment; 

3

No one has the right 
to treat Jews with contempt 

as if this followed from 
the lessons of Sacred Scripture

 

4

There is no place
in Christianity 

for anti-Semitism. 
To say it as John Paul did: 

Anti-Semitism is a sin. 

So today, Rabbi Bloom, your presence with 
us is a sign of the bridge-building of a quiet 
revolution that’s gone on for the last 60 years. 
We here at the Cathedral of Christ the Light are 
also very pleased that by your friendship with 
us you acknowledge that we have changed. We 
are eager to hear from you about the very same 
Word of God that we both share. We look for-
ward to learning together with you. 

Bishop Barber, we thank you again for the 
strength that you give us by welcoming your  
Jesuit brothers to help us know and face the 
past with its mistakes, all the while building 
new bridges with those once considered “out-
siders.” Perhaps now we can understand the 
plow that our Lord describes in today’s Gospel: 
that by our faith and good will we now till the 
fertile soil of friendship, especially with our 
Jewish brothers and sisters who are the very 
family of Jesus himself. 
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